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BECOME 
A CERTIFIED ARISE 

AMBASSADOR.
Do you want to make a real difference in your school, community, and

Africa at large? The ARISE Ambassador Program empowers young
Africans to rise as changemakers, innovators, and continental leaders.

As an ambassador, you will lead campus initiatives, inspire peers,
expand your Pan-African network, and gain practical leadership skills

that shape your future. This is not ordinary involvement, it is structured
impact. Africa’s greatest wealth is its young people: united, visionary,

unstoppable.

All ambassadors complete an intensive mandatory 3-Day Certification
Training featuring an online leadership session, community project,

assessment, and submission. Graduates receive official certification and
a Digital Gold ID Card with a unique ambassador number, recognized

ARISE leadership in your country. Certification fee: $20.

Certified ambassadors access weekly leadership connects, exclusive
trainings with high-profile magazine leaders, continental networking,
complimentary magazine features, internships, a Passive Magazine
Income Plan, and official national representation. To ensure quality

mentorship, only 50 ambassadors are admitted monthly.

Africa rises when its young leaders rise.
 Be the change. Lead the way. Apply now.
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Dear Africa’s Rising Generation,

There comes a moment in every life when
you must make a decision: will you live by
a script handed to you, or will you take the
pen and write your own?

For too long, many have been defined by
where they come from, what they’ve been
through, and what the world has spoken
over them. But this is your awakening,
your reminder that your past may explain
you, but it must never imprison you. You
are not a continuation of limitation; you
are the interruption.

Own the Pen is more than a theme, it is a
call to reclaim authority. It is a bold
declaration that your life is not an
accident, and your future is not a
negotiation with your history. It is a
mindset, a movement, and a mandate for
a generation that refuses to inherit
broken narratives but chooses instead to
build enduring legacies.

To own the pen is to take responsibility for
your thoughts, your healing, your growth,
and your direction. It is choosing courage
over comfort, purpose over pressure, and
vision over fear. It is understanding that
while you may not control how your story
began, you have full authority over how it
unfolds.

Africa does not need another generation
waiting to be discovered, it needs a
generation that has discovered itself. A
generation that is mentally strong,
spiritually grounded, and relentlessly
forward-looking. A generation that writes
with intention, lives with conviction, and
builds with legacy in mind.

This is your moment to rise beyond labels.
To break cycles. To redefine identity. To
create a future that speaks louder than
your past ever could.

The pen is already in your hands.

Write boldly.

Ntalasha Chisha
Inspiring a Generation to Rise
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In an age of hyper information and algorithmic echo chambers, owning your pen is
no longer about literacy but about authority, the refusal to let governments, media,
history, or bias define your identity, your value, or your future. The moment you
surrender that authority, you become a character in someone else’s script, often
miscast as the victim, the villain, or reduced to background noise in a story that
was never meant to carry your truth, which is why the wisdom of Chinua Achebe
remains urgent, that until the lions have their own historians, the history of the
hunt will always glorify the hunter, a reminder that whoever holds the pen controls
the narrative.

For Africa, this reality is not abstract, it is historical, as too many nations have been
shaped by a single story defined through colonization, crisis, or dependency, yet
transformation always begins the moment the narrative changes. Estonia rewrote
its identity from Soviet control into a global digital leader, Rwanda rose from the
Rwandan Genocide and chose unity over division, and even Dubai transformed
itself from a desert trading post into a global symbol of ambition, innovation, and
possibility, not because of resources alone but because it deliberately reauthored
how it would be seen and what it would become. The pattern is undeniable,
nations rise when they reclaim authorship, and Africa must do the same by
rejecting inherited narratives and rising beyond imposed identities.

At an individual level, owning the pen is an act of courage, a decision to define
truth in a world eager to label you. Malala Yousafzai refused to let fear write her
story and instead used her voice to shape a global movement, while James Baldwin
wrote with such clarity that he forced society to confront realities it preferred to
ignore. This same truth is deeply personal, because being physically disabled and
short in stature could have easily become the defining narrative of my life, yet I
refused that script and chose to own my pain and transform it into purpose
through the creation of Born Short Living Tall, a platform that challenges limitation
and redefines possibility, and in the same way this magazine has endured seasons
of uncertainty, resistance, and growth, yet it still stands because it refused to be
described by others and chose to own its voice and direction.

Narratives are also shaped by institutions, and when the control of the pen shifts,
so does the structure of truth itself. For decades knowledge and influence were
held by a few, yet disruption occurs when new voices take ownership, just as Apple
did not accept the narrative of being just another computer company but
redefined itself as a global symbol of innovation, design, and cultural influence,
proving that when you control your story, you do not just participate in the future,
you shape it. The same shift is seen in platforms that democratize knowledge and
in movements that challenge dominant histories, all reinforcing one truth that
whoever holds the pen defines reality.

This is why owning your pen matters now more than ever, because in a world
driven by artificial intelligence, deepfakes, and constant digital noise, stories are
being written at unprecedented speed, and if you are not intentional, your identity
will be shaped by systems that do not carry your full truth. To own your pen is to
become the lion, to recognize that while you may not control everything that
happens to you, you have absolute authority over what it means and what comes
next, and this is the call of a generation not to inherit broken scripts but to write
enduring legacies, not to echo outdated narratives but to author new futures with
clarity, conviction, and purpose, because the story will be written either way and
the only question that remains is who is holding the pen.

O W N  Y O U R  P E NO W N  Y O U R  P E N
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To write a future your past could never predict, especially within the vibrant,
high potential landscape of modern Africa, requires more than motivation or
positive thinking. It demands a deep spiritual and mental realignment, a
conscious decision to reject inherited limitations and embrace a higher
identity. This is where the mandate to Own Your Pen becomes both a mindset
and a model, not just for inspiration, but for transformation. At its core,
owning your pen means stepping into authorship, refusing to be defined by
history, environment, or statistics, and choosing instead to define your life
through vision, faith, and disciplined action. It is the understanding that your
past may explain your starting point, but it has no authority over your ending.
Africa’s future will not be discovered, it will be written by those bold enough to
own the pen.

1. RENEW YOUR MIND TO MATCH YOUR FUTURE
The first shift begins with what can be described as the principle of the new
wineskin. In Luke 5:38, we are reminded that new wine must be poured into new
wineskins, a powerful truth that speaks directly to mindset. You cannot carry a
global, expansive future with a limited, survival based mentality. Many young people
are trying to build extraordinary lives while still thinking in ordinary constraints
shaped by past disappointments, cultural ceilings, or systemic barriers. To own your
pen, you must first upgrade your internal capacity. This is not just self improvement,
it is transformation. It is choosing to see yourself not as a product of your past, but
as a vessel for your future. Until your mind expands, your life will remain confined to
old patterns. If you lose control of your mind, you lose control of your story.

2. SPEAK THE FUTURE BEFORE YOU SEE IT
The second dimension of owning your pen is the power of declaration. In Romans
4:17, we see a model of creation that calls things that are not as though they are.
This is not denial of reality, but the assertion of a higher one. Many young people are
conditioned to describe their current struggles, repeating narratives of lack,
limitation, and frustration, but ownership requires a shift from description to
declaration. If you are to write a future your past could never predict, you must
begin to speak that future now. The language you use must reflect where you are
going, not just where you are. Vision is not only seen, it is spoken. When you
consistently declare a higher identity, your mind aligns, your actions adjust, and your
environment begins to respond.

3. REINTERPRET YOUR PAST AS PREPARATION
The third model is found in the life of Joseph, one of the most powerful examples of
narrative transformation. His story, marked by betrayal, slavery, and imprisonment,
should have ended in obscurity, yet in Genesis 50:20, he reveals a higher perspective
when he says what was meant for harm was turned for good. This is the essence of
owning your pen, the ability to reinterpret your past. Your pain is not proof of
limitation, it is preparation for purpose. For many African youths, the challenges
within their communities are not barriers but assignments. When you shift from
seeing yourself as a victim of circumstance to a strategist of destiny, you take the
pen away from your past and begin to write with intention. The very experiences
that seemed to disqualify you become the foundation of your authority. This truth is
deeply personal. I was never meant to be limited by my stature or physical disability,
and I refused to accept that narrative. I chose to own my pain, and in doing so, I
found my power. From that place, purpose was born, and limitation lost its voice.

W R I T E  A  F U T U R E  Y O U R  P A S T  C O U L D  N E V E R  P R E D I C T .W R I T E  A  F U T U R E  Y O U R  P A S T  C O U L D  N E V E R  P R E D I C T .
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4. SOW BEYOND WHAT IS SAFE
However, vision and mindset alone are not enough. The fourth dimension is
disciplined action, captured in Ecclesiastes 11:6, which encourages consistent sowing
without certainty of which effort will succeed. A future that defies prediction is not
accidental, it is cultivated. If you only invest where it feels safe, you will produce
predictable outcomes, but if you commit to learning, building, serving, and creating
beyond your comfort zone, you begin to generate uncommon results. For the youth,
this means developing skills relentlessly, pursuing knowledge intentionally, and
engaging opportunities boldly, even when the environment seems uncertain.
Excellence becomes your seed, and consistency becomes your strategy.

What emerges from these principles is a powerful framework that moves
beyond theory into practice. Owning your pen means renewing your mind until
it can carry your future, speaking your vision until it becomes your reality,
reframing your past until it becomes your advantage, and working your
potential until it produces undeniable results. The ultimate picture of this
transformation is resurrection, the understanding that what appears to be an
ending can become a beginning. For many young people, their past represents
a Friday moment marked by struggle, limitation, or loss, but owning your pen
means living with a Sunday consciousness, the belief that something greater
can rise from what seemed finished. It is the confidence that your story is not
over and that you have the authority to continue writing it. The promise of
Jeremiah 29:11 reinforces this truth, that there is a plan filled with hope and a
future not defined by harm but by purpose. If that is true, then the
responsibility shifts back to you. Why allow your past to hold the eraser when
your future is waiting to be written? This is the model. This is the solution. A
generation that owns its pen becomes a generation that changes its story, and
a generation that changes its story inevitably changes its continent. Pick up the
pen. Rewrite the narrative. Refuse to live a story you did not author.
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CARDCARD

It is God who plants purpose within the human heart, and it is through faith, persistence, andIt is God who plants purpose within the human heart, and it is through faith, persistence, and
tenacity that this purpose is fulfilled. Dreams are divine deposits, but they demand endurance.tenacity that this purpose is fulfilled. Dreams are divine deposits, but they demand endurance.

Purpose is not revealed in comfort; it is proven through commitment.Purpose is not revealed in comfort; it is proven through commitment.
To pursue your dreams is to refuse to quit when the journey becomes difficult. Tenacity is faith inTo pursue your dreams is to refuse to quit when the journey becomes difficult. Tenacity is faith in

action, standing firm when progress is slow and trusting God when the vision seems delayed.action, standing firm when progress is slow and trusting God when the vision seems delayed.
“Though the vision tarries, wait for it” (Habakkuk 2:3).“Though the vision tarries, wait for it” (Habakkuk 2:3).

Look within and allow God’s Spirit to reveal the gifts He has placed in you. What stirs your heart isLook within and allow God’s Spirit to reveal the gifts He has placed in you. What stirs your heart is
often a clue to your calling. Purpose requires responsibility, and faith requires obedience.often a clue to your calling. Purpose requires responsibility, and faith requires obedience.

Commit your dreams to God daily. Seek His wisdom, trust His timing, and rely on His strength.Commit your dreams to God daily. Seek His wisdom, trust His timing, and rely on His strength.
When you persist in faith, what God has begun in you will surely come to pass and bear fruitWhen you persist in faith, what God has begun in you will surely come to pass and bear fruit

beyond your lifetime. Say this prayer with faith:beyond your lifetime. Say this prayer with faith:

PRAY THIS PRAYER:PRAY THIS PRAYER:
  ““Dear God, I come before You, acknowledging my sins and my need for Your forgiveness. I believeDear God, I come before You, acknowledging my sins and my need for Your forgiveness. I believe
in Your love and in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, who gave His life for my salvation. I accept You asin Your love and in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, who gave His life for my salvation. I accept You as

my Lord and Savior, and I surrender my life to Your guidance and grace.my Lord and Savior, and I surrender my life to Your guidance and grace.
  Please forgive my past, guide me in the present, and secure my future. Fill me with Your HolyPlease forgive my past, guide me in the present, and secure my future. Fill me with Your Holy

Spirit, and help me follow Your will for my life.Spirit, and help me follow Your will for my life.
  In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen.”In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen.”

If you have accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, we encourage you to find a Bible-If you have accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, we encourage you to find a Bible-
believing church where you can grow in faith. We would also love to connect with you, pray withbelieving church where you can grow in faith. We would also love to connect with you, pray with
you, and support you in your journey. Consider joining the Arise Connect Groups to be nurtured,you, and support you in your journey. Consider joining the Arise Connect Groups to be nurtured,

empowered, and equipped for both spiritual and entrepreneurial growth.empowered, and equipped for both spiritual and entrepreneurial growth.

NAME: ___________________________________NAME: ___________________________________

DATE: ___________________________________DATE: ___________________________________

It is God who plants purpose within the human heart, and it is through faith, persistence, and
tenacity that this purpose is fulfilled. Dreams are divine deposits, but they demand endurance.

Purpose is not revealed in comfort; it is proven through commitment.
To pursue your dreams is to refuse to quit when the journey becomes difficult. Tenacity is faith in

action, standing firm when progress is slow and trusting God when the vision seems delayed.
“Though the vision tarries, wait for it” (Habakkuk 2:3).

Look within and allow God’s Spirit to reveal the gifts He has placed in you. What stirs your heart is
often a clue to your calling. Purpose requires responsibility, and faith requires obedience.

Commit your dreams to God daily. Seek His wisdom, trust His timing, and rely on His strength.
When you persist in faith, what God has begun in you will surely come to pass and bear fruit

beyond your lifetime. Say this prayer with faith:

PRAY THIS PRAYER:
 “Dear God, I come before You, acknowledging my sins and my need for Your forgiveness. I believe
in Your love and in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, who gave His life for my salvation. I accept You as

my Lord and Savior, and I surrender my life to Your guidance and grace.
 Please forgive my past, guide me in the present, and secure my future. Fill me with Your Holy

Spirit, and help me follow Your will for my life.
 In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen.”

If you have accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, we encourage you to find a Bible-
believing church where you can grow in faith. We would also love to connect with you, pray with
you, and support you in your journey. Consider joining the Arise Connect Groups to be nurtured,

empowered, and equipped for both spiritual and entrepreneurial growth.

NAME: ___________________________________

DATE: ___________________________________

DECISIONDECISION

DO NOT
DESCRIBE

YOUR
STRUGGLE,

DECLARE
YOUR

DESTINATION.
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How to Impact
your Community

Identify a Community
Challenge
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Look around you. What are the pressing issues affecting your
neighbors, friends, and families? List every challenge you
see; poor sanitation, lack of youth programs, environmental
concerns, or education gaps and choose one that resonates
most deeply. This is your starting point. Register this
challenge with a local organization or initiative, like Arise
Magazine, to gain guidance and support.

No change happens alone. Gather a small, committed group of 8–12 people who
share your passion and vision. Meet regularly to brainstorm, plan, and develop

creative solutions. Collaboration multiplies impact, and together you can
create ideas bigger than any one person could achieve. Reach out to Arise

Magazine for tools, resources, and mentorship to equip your group.

Build Your Dream Team

Now it’s time to act. Implement your plan, mobilize your
community, and lead by example. Share your vision widely
through social media, community events, and local
networks to inspire others to join. Don’t forget to approach
leaders and influencers in your area; advocacy ensures your
solution reaches the people who can help institutionalize
lasting change.

Advocate and
Activate Change

After your first round of impact, reflect on what worked and what didn’t.
Celebrate wins, learn from challenges, and look for ways to expand your project
to neighboring communities. True impact grows when it inspires more youth to

rise and lead.

Reflect and Scale



Before anything is built in the physical world, it is first constructed in the mind. Every
system, every innovation, every transformation begins as a thought that is developed,
refined, and strengthened over time. Yet for many young people, the mind is often
neglected, left vulnerable to noise, distraction, and inherited limitation. The result is not
a lack of potential, but a lack of internal structure strong enough to sustain it. The mind
is not merely a place where ideas pass through. It is the first chapter of your life’s story,
the space where direction is formed and decisions are shaped. If that chapter is weak,
unclear, or influenced by unexamined beliefs, everything that follows becomes
unstable. A scattered mind produces inconsistent action. A conditioned mind
reproduces inherited outcomes. A disciplined mind, however, becomes a foundation
upon which clarity, focus, and growth are built. Globally, young people are navigating
an environment saturated with information but lacking in filtration. Constant exposure
to social media, comparison, and external validation has created a generation that is
highly stimulated but often mentally fragmented. Studies continue to show rising levels
of anxiety, reduced attention spans, and difficulty sustaining focus, all of which directly
impact decision-making and long-term progress. In such an environment,
strengthening the mind is no longer optional, it is essential.

1. Awareness
The first step in strengthening the mind is awareness. You must begin to question what
you are thinking and why you are thinking it. Not every thought is truth, and not every
belief is yours. Many are inherited from culture, environment, or repeated exposure.
Without awareness, these thoughts become internal narratives that shape your
behavior without your consent. To strengthen your mind is to take control of what you
allow to remain.
2. Discipline
The second step is discipline. A strong mind is not built through motivation but through
consistency. It is developed by choosing focus over distraction, growth over comfort,
and long-term vision over short-term relief. Discipline trains the mind to remain stable
regardless of external conditions. It allows you to act with intention rather than react to
pressure.
3. Environment
The third step is environment. The mind does not develop in isolation. What you
consume daily, conversations, content, and surroundings, either sharpens your
thinking or weakens it. If you constantly expose yourself to negativity, comparison, or
limitation, your thinking will reflect it. If you intentionally surround yourself with
growth, clarity, and purpose, your mind will begin to align accordingly.
4. Direction
The fourth step is direction. A strengthened mind must be guided. Without vision, even
a disciplined mind can become active without being effective. Direction gives your
thinking purpose. It ensures that your mental energy is not scattered but focused on
building something meaningful and sustainable.

It is important to understand that strengthening the mind is not about perfection, it is
about stability. Challenges will come, uncertainty will exist, and pressure will remain,
but a strong mind does not collapse under these conditions. Instead, it adapts,
processes, and continues forward with clarity. Ultimately, your life will follow the
strength of your mind. Before outcomes change, thinking must change. Before
structures are built externally, they must be established internally. The future you
desire cannot be sustained by a weak mental foundation. Your mind is the first chapter.
Strengthen it, and every chapter that follows will carry greater clarity, direction, and
power.
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Dr. Precious Gondwe’s journey is a compelling
testament to what happens when vision is
fused with discipline. She did not stumble into
excellence, she built it. With a Bachelor of
Laws, an advancing Master of Laws in
Corporate Law, and an Honorary Doctorate,
her academic path reflects intentional
preparation. But her pursuit of knowledge was
never for recognition, it was for capacity. She
understood early that if she could expand her
mind, she could expand her impact.

ROOTS, RESILIENCE, AND GLOBAL
EXPOSURE
Born in 1987 in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe,
and raised in Botswana, Dr. Gondwe’s
story begins with movement, adaptation,
and quiet determination. Her early life
was shaped across cultures and systems
that would later sharpen her worldview
and strengthen her resilience. From
studying law at the University of South
Africa to beginning her career as a
student intern at Lerumo Mogobe Legal
Practitioners, she embraced growth
from the ground up, learning, observing,
and building discipline long before
recognition arrived. Her journey took a
defining turn when she moved to the
United Kingdom, gaining experience
within Legal 500 ranked environments.
There, she refined her global
perspective, elevated her standards, and
immersed herself in world class legal
practice. But what makes her story
extraordinary is not just that she left, it is
that she returned. She brought back
knowledge, networks, and vision, and
translated them into tangible impact on
African soil.

FROM FOUNDATION TO FORCE: THE
BIRTH OF A LEGACY
From that global exposure, she built with
intention. Dr. Gondwe founded Precious
& Partners from the ground up and
transformed it into a six-figure, multi-
award-winning legal firm in just ten
months, and it is now an eight-figure
business in dollars. This was not luck; it
was clarity in action. She saw what was
possible, committed fully, and executed
relentlessly. Where others wait for
opportunity, she created it. Where
others hesitate, she moved with
precision and courage.
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LEADERSHIP THAT BUILDS, NOT JUST COMMANDS
Dr. Gondwe embodies a leadership style that is both strategic and deeply human.
Leading high performing teams and managing over 2,000 clients across multiple
jurisdictions, she has proven that true leadership is not about control, it is about
cultivation. She builds systems that scale, cultures that drive excellence, and
relationships that sustain growth. Her leadership is rooted in service, yet driven by
results, demonstrating that impact and performance can coexist powerfully.

SHAPING SYSTEMS, INFLUENCING NATIONS
Beyond her firm, Dr. Gondwe operates where decisions shape societies. Serving on
Botswana’s Data Protection Appeals Tribunal, she stands at the forefront of governance,
ensuring accountability and fairness in an increasingly digital world. Her work with the
World Bank Group and the World Justice Project places her among thought leaders
influencing how nations approach justice, business, and legal reform. This is leadership
that transcends borders and defines systems. Her influence continues to expand across
global platforms, speaking at the Forbes Africa Summit, representing Botswana at the
prestigious Commonwealth Study Conference, and contributing to international legal
research and policy. These are not just milestones, they are indicators of a voice that
carries weight in rooms that shape the future.

EMPOWERING A CONTINENT: IMPACT BEYOND PROFESSION
Yet, her greatest legacy is not confined to boardrooms or courtrooms, it lives in people.
Through Pan African Game Changers, she has reached and mentored thousands of
young Africans across more than 12 countries, equipping them with mindset,
mentorship, and opportunity. Her work spans education, economic empowerment, and
leadership development, raising a generation not defined by limitation but by possibility.
Dr. Gondwe is a devoted Christian who deeply loves the Lord, and this spirituality has
significantly contributed to the growth and success of her businesses, as well as the
many opportunities that have opened as a result.

A NEW ARCHETYPE OF AFRICAN LEADERSHIP
Dr. Precious Gondwe represents a new kind of leader, bold yet grounded, strategic
yet compassionate, accomplished yet purpose driven. Her accolades are many, but
they are not the essence of her story, they are simply the evidence. The real story
is her ability to build, to influence, and to elevate others while doing so. Her life
sends a clear and urgent message, you do not need perfect conditions to build
something powerful. You need vision, discipline, and the courage to act. Start
where you are. Build with what you have. Refuse to shrink your ambition. Because
it is possible to rise from nothing, and still touch everything.
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Africa does not need more spectators observing change from a distance; it needs
builders who take responsibility for shaping systems, redefining possibilities, and
advancing the continent with intention. The journey of Dr. Precious Gondwe offers
more than inspiration, it presents a structured leadership model grounded in
discipline, global exposure, execution, and generational impact. This is not theory, but
a practical framework for African youth ready to rise into purposeful leadership.

1. BUILD CAPACITY BEFORE YOU SEEK OPPORTUNITY
Leadership is formed in preparation long before it is revealed in public. Dr. Gondwe’s
investment in legal education and global systems reflects the understanding that capacity is
the true currency of influence. For African youth, this demands a commitment to mastering
one’s field, developing transferable skills, and pursuing depth over surface knowledge,
because without capacity, success remains fragile and short-lived.
2. EMBRACE YOUR ROOTS WHILE EXPANDING YOUR WORLDVIEW
Dr. Gondwe’s strength lies in her ability to remain grounded in African identity while gaining
global exposure across diverse systems. Her journey reflects a balance between cultural
awareness and international perspective. African youth must therefore pursue global
learning not as an escape, but as a tool to strengthen their contribution to the continent,
ensuring that knowledge and experience translate into meaningful local impact.
3. EXECUTE WITH STRATEGIC SPEED AND CLARITY
Vision becomes powerful only when it is executed with discipline and precision. Dr. Gondwe’s
rapid rise in building a successful firm demonstrates the importance of moving beyond ideas
into structured action. African youth must learn to act decisively, implement plans effectively,
and convert vision into measurable outcomes, understanding that progress belongs to those
who execute with clarity and urgency.
4. BUILD SYSTEMS THAT OUTLIVE YOUR PRESENCE
Sustainable leadership is defined by the ability to create systems that continue to function
beyond the individual. Dr. Gondwe’s leadership reflects a shift from personal effort to
scalable structures that drive long-term growth. For African youth, this means moving from
hustle to structure by building processes, empowering teams, and creating models that
endure beyond personal involvement.
5. INFLUENCE SYSTEMS AND SHAPE CONVERSATIONS
Leadership extends beyond personal success into influencing institutions and shaping the
conversations that define societies. Through her work in governance and global research
platforms, Dr. Gondwe demonstrates the importance of engaging with systems at a higher
level. African youth must position themselves as contributors to policy, research, and
decision-making spaces where the future of the continent is being shaped.
6. MULTIPLY IMPACT THROUGH PEOPLE
True leadership creates impact through others. Dr. Gondwe’s commitment to mentoring and
empowering young Africans reflects the understanding that legacy is measured by
transformed lives. African youth must embrace mentorship, knowledge sharing, and
community building as essential elements of leadership, ensuring that growth is multiplied
rather than isolated.
7. PURSUE SIGNIFICANCE OVER RECOGNITION
Recognition may follow impact, but it should never define it. Dr. Gondwe’s journey illustrates
that when purpose drives action, recognition becomes a by-product. African youth must
focus on solving real problems, creating value, and building lasting impact, rather than
seeking validation through external applause.

The Gondwe Leadership Model presents a clear framework for a generation that must
move from potential to responsibility. Africa’s future will not be shaped by intention
alone, but by those who build with discipline, clarity, and purpose. By committing to
capacity, expanding their worldview, executing with precision, building sustainable
systems, influencing change, and investing in others, African youth will not only
transform their own lives but contribute to a continent defined by leadership,
innovation, and enduring impact.

DR PRECIOUS LEADERSHIP
MODEL: BUILD, RISE,

INFLUENCE.
B Y  D A V I D  N T A L A S H A  C H I S H A



To own your pen is to assume authorship over your life in a world that often
predefines expectations. For many young people, the challenge is not a lack of
potential but a lack of agency in directing it. This generation is highly informed
and globally connected, yet often constrained by economic pressure, social
expectations, and internal uncertainty. The issue is not access to opportunity
alone, but the ability to intentionally shape one’s direction.

Global Realities: The Weight of Constraint
Globally, youth unemployment remains significantly higher than adult unemployment,
with approximately 13% of young people unemployed and many more disconnected
from education, employment, or training. At the same time, rising levels of anxiety and
depression continue to affect young people, often linked to uncertainty, comparison,
and pressure to conform. These conditions do more than limit opportunity, they shape
perception. When prolonged, they can redefine what young people believe is possible.

Inherited Narratives: The Invisible Barrier
Beyond structural challenges, young people inherit narratives that quietly shape their
thinking. Beliefs around scarcity, dependency, and fear of failure become internal
frameworks that influence decisions and ambition. Over time, these narratives confine
potential not by ability, but by perception.

Reclaiming Authorship
Owning your pen requires a shift from passive living to intentional construction. It
begins with awareness of what is shaping your thinking, acceptance of responsibility for
your direction, and recognition that daily decisions are cumulative. While external
conditions may not always be controllable, your response remains within your power.

Strategic Solutions
Define identity before opportunity to guide consistent action
Prioritize skills over credentials in a changing global economy
Create more than you consume to build agency and value
Strengthen mental discipline to maintain focus and direction
Think long term by building systems that sustain growth

Discussion Circle
Who is currently directing your life, you or your circumstances?
What beliefs are limiting your perception of possibility?
Do your daily actions align with your future goals?
Are you waiting for opportunity or creating it?

Owning your pen is not about controlling everything, it is about taking
responsibility for something. The future is not waiting, it is being written through
your daily decisions. You are not just navigating life, you are shaping it. The pen is
in your hand. Write with intention.

CIRCLECIRCLE
Reality

RECLAIMING AGENCY IN A CONFINED
GENERATION.

15



Pause for a moment and face yourself; honestly, not casually. Strip away the noise, the
expectations, the routine. Beneath everything, who is writing your life? Are you holding the

pen with intention, or have you unconsciously handed it over to fear, comfort, or
circumstance? Are your choices shaping a story you believe in, or are they quietly continuing

a narrative you never questioned?
The Own Your Pen mindset is not about control, it is about responsibility. It is the moment

you realize that your life is not unfolding by chance, it is being written by your daily
decisions. It is the shift from “What is happening to me?” to “What am I choosing to create?”

From drifting through chapters to deliberately authoring them. From reacting to life to
directing it with clarity and purpose.

Look deeper.
Are you writing with intention, or repeating old scripts?

Are your habits editing your life forward, or keeping you in the same chapter?
Are you choosing your direction, or accepting what is given?

Are you building a story that can inspire, or one that simply passes?
Because time will write something, with or without your awareness. And if you do not take

the pen, something else will. The truth is, your future is not being decided someday, it is
being written now. Every decision becomes a sentence. Every habit becomes a pattern. Every

day becomes a page you cannot rewrite.

So ask yourself, with clarity and courage:
If I continue like this, what story am I creating?

If I fully owned my choices, what would I change today?
If my life became an example, what would it teach?

This is your mirror moment.
Not to judge yourself but to reclaim authorship. Not to feel pressure but to awaken

intention. Because you are not just living a life, you are writing one. Own your pen. Write
with purpose. Become the author your future is waiting for.
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4 Simple Steps to
Strengthen Your Focus

Minimize Mental Clutter
1 Clear your space and mind before

starting any task

Set Clear Intentions
2 Begin with a purpose to guide your

attention fully

Work in Time Blocks
3 Use focused intervals to stay productive

and avoid fatigue

Reflect and Improve Daily
4 Take time each evening to review wins

and lessons learned
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I was raised between two worlds, the township
and the suburbs, and I learned early that
circumstances can shape you, but they do not
have to define you. Watching my mother build
businesses while raising a family showed me that
opportunity is not found, it is created. From a
young age, I understood that if I wanted a
different life, I would have to take responsibility
for building it.

In every generation, there comes a moment
where you must decide whether you will live a
story handed to you or write one for yourself. Life
will not always give you perfect conditions, but it
will always give you a pen. The real question is
whether you will take ownership of it.

Many young Africans are waiting for the right
time, the right opportunity, or the right support.
But if you do not take ownership of your life, you
will end up living within the limits of what others
expect from you. Owning your pen means
deciding that your background, your
environment, and your challenges will not have
the final say over your future.

When I started building in business, I did not have
everything figured out, but I understood the
power of consistency and structure. I grew from a
small team into something far greater by
focusing on systems, mentorship, and discipline.
Success is not luck, and it is not reserved for a
few; it is built daily through decisions most
people avoid.

Your journey will not be perfect. I have faced
setbacks, losses, financial pressure, and personal
grief while still carrying responsibility as a mother
and a builder. There were moments when things
slowed down or fell apart, but I learned that
failure is not the end of your story. It is where you
adjust, grow, and continue writing with greater
clarity.

Africa is changing, and the rules are no longer the
same. Digital opportunities have created new
pathways for those willing to learn, adapt, and
act. But access alone is not enough, you must
decide to move, to build, and to take ownership
of your direction.

I have come to understand that success is not
just about income; it is about identity, courage,
and the decision to keep going when life
becomes uncertain. So do not let your
circumstances write your story for you. Take the
pen, write boldly, and build consistently, because
your future is not something you wait for, it is
something you create.

OWN YOUR PEN: A
MESSAGE TO AFRICAN
YOUTH BY LEBOGANG

MORATELE.

OWN YOUR PEN: A
MESSAGE TO AFRICAN
YOUTH BY LEBOGANG

MORATELE.



For too long, the story of Africa has been told in fragments, shaped partly by
external voices and partly by narratives passed down without question. Over time,
these narratives, often centered on limitation, struggle, and dependency, have
influenced not only how the world sees Africa but how Africa has sometimes seen
itself. They have filtered into education, leadership, and personal ambition, quietly
setting boundaries on what is considered possible. Yet a new generation is
emerging with the awareness that inheritance is not destiny, and that identity can
be consciously redefined.

The real danger of inherited narratives lies in their ability to shape thinking
without being examined. When ideas such as being behind, lacking systems, or
needing external validation are repeated often enough, they begin to influence
behavior and expectations. These are not just statements but mental frameworks
that determine how people approach risk, innovation, and leadership. When
limitation becomes familiar, ambition is reduced to what feels realistic rather than
what is truly possible, and entire generations can operate within boundaries they
did not create.

Transformation begins with a shift in mindset. Before economies expand or
institutions strengthen, people must first see themselves differently. Africa’s future
will not be built only through policy or investment but through a generation that
recognizes opportunity within its own environment. Rewriting identity requires
rejecting limiting labels, questioning accepted assumptions, and reframing
challenges as opportunities for innovation. Africa is not starting from nothing but
from a foundation of culture, resilience, creativity, and untapped potential that has
yet to be fully activated.

A powerful change takes place when people move from consuming narratives to
creating them. Across the continent, this shift is already visible in entrepreneurs
building relevant solutions, creatives shaping global culture, and emerging leaders
redefining impact. For this progress to scale, it must become a shared mindset.
Africa must move from copying models to building its own systems, from following
trends to setting direction, and from seeking approval to defining its own
standards.

With this shift comes responsibility. Rising beyond inherited narratives requires
discipline, vision, and courage. It demands the ability to guard one’s mindset, to
see beyond present limitations, and to act even when there is no clear precedent.
The next generation must understand that they are not simply living in Africa but
actively shaping what it becomes through the choices they make and the
standards they uphold.

New narratives are not built through words alone but through consistent action.
Africa’s story will be rewritten through businesses that solve real problems,
systems that endure beyond individuals, and communities that invest in collective
progress. It will be shaped by leaders who think in terms of legacy and by
individuals who choose to build rather than wait. Each step forward becomes
evidence of a different reality, gradually replacing outdated perceptions with
tangible progress.

Africa does not need permission to rise. It needs ownership of its story, its voice,
and its future. While the past may have written the opening chapters, it does not
determine the ending. This generation holds the pen, and the story it chooses to
write will become the foundation upon which the future stands.

AFRICA MUST RISE BEYOND
INHERITED NARRATIVES.
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In a world shaped by noise, pressure and
expectation, the greatest transformation is
internal. It begins with identity. Before
influence or success can emerge, there must
be clarity of self. This is the foundation of
Ejike June Chino’s work, guiding individuals
to break limitations, discover who they are,
and rise into purposeful leadership.

Her philosophy is simple but powerful: you
cannot lead what you have not defined.
Through The Identity Discovery Academy,
she provides a structured pathway for
individuals to build self-awareness,
emotional intelligence and confidence while
aligning purpose with action. Her work
moves people from confusion to clarity and
from potential to execution.

What distinguishes her impact is her focus
on building people, not just skills. Across
students, professionals, educators and
emerging leaders, she rewires limiting
mindsets, strengthens internal leadership
and equips individuals with practical
systems for sustainable growth. Her
approach ensures transformation is not
temporary, but lived and measurable.

Through The Woman in Me Community, she
extends this impact by creating a space
where women rediscover their voice, rebuild
confidence and step into intentional
leadership. In an environment that often
silences, she activates women to rise, lead
and embody wholeness and influence.

With certification from the African
Leadership Development Centre at
Covenant University, she bridges academic
excellence with practical transformation,
delivering coaching, trainings and
leadership systems that produce real results
across individuals and institutions.

Her influence also spans digital platforms,
where she shares bold insights on identity,
purpose and personal leadership,
consistently challenging individuals to think
bigger, act boldly and live intentionally.

At the core of her message is a defining
belief: impossibility is fiction. She teaches
that success belongs to those who remain
consistent, committed and unwilling to
settle below their potential.

The journey of Ejike June Chino is a call to
awakening, reminding a generation that
identity is the foundation of influence,
confidence is built, and greatness is a
decision. When people discover who they
truly are, they don’t just change their lives
they transform the world around them.

THE TRANSFORMATIONAL
LEADERSHIP JOURNEY OF EJIKE

JUNE CHINO.
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THE BORROWED
PEN.

THE BORROWED
PEN.

There once was a young man in a village who believed his life
had already been written.

From childhood, people spoke over him with certainty. They
told him who he was, what he would become, and how far he

could go. Some said he came from too little. Others said
people like him never rise. Over time, he stopped questioning

it. He accepted their words as truth.

One day, an old storyteller came to the village carrying a small
box. Inside it were pens of different kinds, some ordinary,

some beautifully crafted, some worn from years of use.
The storyteller called the young man forward and handed him

a pen.
“This is your life,” he said.

The young man looked at it and shook his head. “No, my life is
already written. I’m just living it.”

The old man smiled and pointed to a large book beside him.
“Open it.”

The young man opened the book and saw his story written
across its pages. Every failure, every limitation, every

expectation others had spoken over him was there in ink.
“Do you see this?” the storyteller asked.

“Yes,” the young man replied quietly. “That is my life.”
The storyteller leaned closer. “Read the last page.”

The young man turned to the end, but the page was blank.
He frowned. “There’s nothing here.”

“Exactly,” the old man said. “Everything you see was written by
others. But the ending has been left for you.”

The young man hesitated. “What if I write it wrong?”
The storyteller gently replied, “You already are, by not writing

at all.”
The young man looked down at the pen in his hand. For the

first time, he noticed it was not ordinary. It was firm, balanced,
and ready.

Slowly, he turned back to the blank page.
As he began to write, something unexpected happened. The
earlier pages did not disappear, but their meaning began to

change. What once looked like failure started to read like
preparation. What felt like limitation began to look like

training.
He paused and looked up. “How is this happening?”

The storyteller smiled. “You did not change your past. You
changed your authorship.”

From that day on, the young man stopped borrowing the
voices of others. He stopped living inside stories he did not

choose. He wrote with intention, with courage, and with
vision.

Years later, when others asked him how his life changed, he
would simply say:

“I discovered that the pen was always in my hands.”
And those who heard him began to wonder if perhaps

their final pages were still blank too.
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I stand with clarity and responsibility, knowing
that my life is not случай or controlled by
circumstance, but shaped by the decisions I
choose to make daily. I declare that I will no
longer allow my background, environment, or
past experiences to define my future, because I
have been given the power to write a different
story.

I align my mind with growth, purpose, and
possibility. I refuse to think small, live small, or
settle into limitation. I carry vision, capacity,
and the discipline to build, and I will move with
what I have instead of waiting for perfect
conditions. Every step I take is intentional, and
every effort I make is building something
greater than where I am now.

I declare that I am a builder of my life and my
future. I build with consistency, structure, and
integrity. What I start, I commit to finishing, and
what I carry within me, I will express fully. I am
not here to repeat cycles of delay or confusion;
I am here to create progress, results, and
impact.

I break every pattern of hesitation, fear, and
survival thinking. I step into discipline, focus,
and intentional growth. My mind is clear, my
actions are aligned, and my direction is
defined. I am no longer distracted by
uncertainty; I am driven by purpose and guided
by clarity.

I declare that I have the courage to rise when it
is uncomfortable, the strength to continue
when it is difficult, and the resilience to keep
building when challenges arise. I do not stop at
setbacks, I learn, adjust, and move forward with
greater wisdom. Every obstacle I face becomes
part of the story I am rewriting.

I declare that my life carries meaning and
impact. The work I do creates value, and the life
I build will open doors for others. I am not only
writing for myself, but for the generations that
will come after me, who will see what is
possible because I chose not to quit.

I recognize that opportunities exist, but it is my
responsibility to act on them. I will not wait,
delay, or shrink back. I will move, build, and
grow with confidence, knowing that my future
is created through consistent action and
disciplined thinking.

I declare that I am becoming the person who
can sustain the success I seek. My mindset is
expanding, my capacity is increasing, and my
results will reflect my commitment. I will not
chase success; I will build into it.

Today, I take full ownership of my story. I take
the pen, and I write with boldness, clarity, and
intention. I will rise above limitation, build with
purpose, and create a future that reflects who I
have decided to become.

I own my pen. I write my future. I rise.
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My Dear Daughters,

Understand this: your life is not something that happens to you, it is something you write. Every day,
through your choices, discipline, and courage, you are holding the pen. Many surrender that power

without realizing it, allowing circumstances, opinions, and past experiences to shape a story they never
chose. But the next-generation mindset demands ownership. It calls you to become intentional about

the life you are creating.

There will be seasons when nothing around you reflects what you carry within, when direction feels
unclear and progress feels invisible. Do not misread those moments. You are not lost, you are writing
depth. What feels like delay is development. What feels like silence is structure. Strong stories are not

rushed, they are built.

Many stop here and hand over the pen to fear, doubt, or pressure. But you must be the woman who
keeps writing. The one who continues when the story feels unfinished. The one who shows up without

applause. As Maya Angelou said, “Nothing will work unless you do.” That is your edge. You act, you
build, you move forward.

A powerful life is not accidental, it is authored. Every transformation is the result of consistent private
decisions that eventually become public results. Lives change when endurance meets action, when you

refuse to let past chapters define your ending.

Be deliberate with your story. Guard your mind, it shapes your narrative. Protect your environment, it
influences your direction. What you allow daily will either strengthen your story or slowly weaken it.

Vision without discipline will remain an idea. Faith without action will stall. Potential without structure
will fade.

When you write daily through focus, discipline, and courage, you become unshakable. You were not
created to drift through life but to build with intention. Not just to rise, but to sustain. Not just to exist,

but to leave a blueprint that outlives you.

So do not fear slow chapters. Do not compare your pages. Do not quit when it becomes difficult. Stay
writing. Stay focused. Stay becoming. If your life cannot outlive you, then you have not written deeply

enough. Arise, daughters. Own your pen. Write with purpose. Think in generations. Become the author
your future requires.

With fire and vision,
Mrs. Bupe Mwape Chisha

CEO, Arise Magazine

#AriseDaughters #NextGenMindset #OwnYourPen #LegacyLiving
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TO OWN YOUR PEN IS TO
TAKE AUTHORITY OVER YOUR

IDENTITY AND YOUR
DIRECTION.
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